325 Selden Street 
| 1895 
Selden School 1895-mid 1970s 


Olive Webster (1790-1868) & Simeon Selden (1784- 
1829). Olive was the wealthy widow of Simeon Selden 
or Seldon. She left $9, 500 to school district #7 


Private residence since mid 1970s 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 154 


1895 Selden Street School current owner: John Bolles 


The Selden Street School is historically significant as a long-time 
educational institution in Berlin. In 1868, Mrs. Olive Selden (also 
known as Seldon), a wealthy widow, died in Beckley Quarter (north- 
eastern Berlin) and left a fund of some $9,500 to School District 

No. 7. This fund was ultimately used to build and maintain this school, 
which remained in the Berlin system until recent years. As a large 
brick schoolhouse, it was considered a progressive improvement over the 
earlier small frame district school. Since the mid-1970's it has been 
a private home. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
Sketch 


1895 Marilyn Clayton 


Genealogy 
Olive was the wealthy widow of Simeon Selden or Seldon. She left $9, 500 to school district #7. The 
money was ultimately used to build and maintain Selden School, 355 Selden St., Berlin. She died at age 
71 years. Beers, pub. - p.1041 Hale Cemetery Records - p.1041 

Olive Webster (1790-1868) daughter of John Webster & Eunice Deming. In 1821, she married Simeon 
Selden (1784-1829) of Middle Haddam, CT, son of Capt. Elias Selden & Ruth Kirby. They had 4 children: 
Simeon, Lovey, Norris, & Sarah. Simeon died in Middle Haddam, CT. Olive died in Berlin and is buried in 
Beckley Cemetery. 
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16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILOING ANDO SURROUNDINGS ~ 


On a large, wooded lot in a relatively isolated portion of 
northwestern Berlin 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or extertor) 


The Selden Street School is a two-story, hipped roof brick building with 
a large brick tower centered on the facade (eouth elevation). The 
building has a raised random ashlar foundation with a brick water table. 
Windows are, segmental-arched with brownstone sills and are generally 
fitted with one-over-one sash; first floor windows have small fixed 
panes above. The one-bay three-story tower has a large segmental- 
arched doorway with a dated brownstone keyblock. Above are three 
round-arched windows on a continuous brownstone sill, above which is a 
brownstone tablet carved with the word "Selden." The hip-roofed cup- 
ola sits on a shingled base and has triple round-arched louvres sug- 
gesting a Palladian window, fish scale shingles, and a bracketed 
cornice. The left (west) elevation has a single two-bay two-story 
rectilinear ell; the right has a circular bay with a conical roof. To 
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fire stairs and an exterior brick chimney. 
BUILDER 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 
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The Selden Street School is historically significant as a long-time 
educational institution in Berlin. In 1868, Mrs. Olive Selden (also 
known as Seldon), a wealthy widow, died in Beckley Quarter (north- 
eastern Berlin) and left a fund of some $9,500 to School District 

No. 7. This fund was ultimately used to build and maintain this school, 
which remained in the Berlin system until recent years. As a large 
brick schoolhouse, it was considered a progressive improvement over the 
earlier small frame district school. Since the mid-1970's it has been 
a private home. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Architecturally, the Selden Street School is significant as a good 

example of eclectic Victorian architecture. The segmental arched win- 

dows are typical of 19th and early 20th-century construction, the tower 

with its Palladian-style louvres and Mecorative shingles owes something 

to both Classical Revival and Victorian Vernacular fashions, and the 
ound-arched windows and bracketed cornice suggest an Italianate influence. 


Beers 1901, p. 1043 
Burpee, p. 1170 
Berlin Land Records 190:531 (1976) 
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